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What does God want to happen?

Sometimes, gold flakes surface along the periph-
ery. The first or last picture in a photo shoot is the
winner. The opening or final page of a book delivers
the line that you hold to your heart. Or the wind-
down of an interview — right after the formal con-
versation has wrapped up — produces a comment
that stops you in your tracks.

Recently, I interviewed a Catholic counselor —
focusing on the nature of his work. Once we’d cov-
ered my final question, I asked how he likes his job.

“It's been a joy,” he said. “My manta is, “"What
wants to happen today?’ In the guidance of the
Holy Spirit, things are always trying to happen.
And once in a while, we pay enough attention to
join our energy to what God wants to happen.”

What a thrilling prospect! God is always at work,
but in mostly hidden ways. If we can attune our-
selves to his promptings, we can actually assist him.
We can accelerate his cause; we can connect the
dots; we can be his hands and feet.

Immediately, I thought of my aunt Jan, an empty
nester whose generosity and availability flows from
a deep prayer life. She trusts in God; she trusts the
stranger in her midst; and she jumps at any chance
to somehow connect the two.

Because Jan is paying attention and always in con-
versation with God, she sees these opportunities
more than the rest of us. She joins her energy to
God’s, as the counselor put it.

Take her morning walk to Mass — which begins
at 7:30 a.m. three miles from her home — at St.

20-SOMETHING

CHRISTINA CAPECCHI

Odilia Catholic Church in Shoreview, Minn.

One morning, she was passed by an 81-year-old
man in a motorized scooter. They struck up a long
conversation. Soon, Jan was serving Dale lunch at a
nearby park and giving him flashers and a reflective
visor for safer night-time scooting.

His life story spilled out. Dale had studied under
Ansel Adams and befriended Jack Kerouac. He'd
been widowed. And most recently, he’d lost the
right to drive a car.

Jan checks in with Dale regularly and plans to
help with his next camping trip.

Another morning, Jan relieved a biker who had
been chased by two lost dogs on his way to work.
She assumed reign of them, keeping the wilder one
from the highway and finally securing her collar in
order to call the owner.

Then, there was the time a priest friend from
Indiana called about Craig, a parishioner who had
gone into cardiac arrest right before his

“I pray for the people who God puts in my path,”
Jan said. “And I ask God to remove all the obstacles
keeping me from him.”

Spending 10 minutes in silence every day listen-
ing to God has been crucial for Jan. If God can work
through a donkey carrying Mary to Bethlehem, she
figures, He can work through her. “I believe I'm
right where God wants me to be — and if I'm not,
He will direct me.”

Her generosity is fueled by gratitude. “Look, look,
look! God has been so incredibly generous. I can’t
possibly not return that generosity.”

Every day in service to God is an adventure. It’s
also a source of abiding peace.

“Something is happening in my life recently,” she
said. “I just cannot believe how God is so generous
in showing us his ways: ‘Don’t be afraid, don’t be
frustrated. I've got it under control.”

As the seasons shift and a new school year clicks
into gear, may we pay attention to openings from
the Holy Spirit. May we rise each morning with
holy curiosity, asking, “What does God want to hap-
pen?”

Christina Capecchi is a freelance writer from Inver
Grove Heights, Minn.

flight made a layover at the St. Paul-
Minneapolis airport. Jan zoomed into
action. She and her husband, Rick, hosted
Craig and his wife for three weeks.
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EARLY BIRD SPECIALS

650 S. Hebron

Located one block from Green River
Rd. between Bellemeade & Lincoln

479-6974

A DAYS FORLIFE.

Prayer Vigil
Tuesday, September 27
6:00 p.m.

Together We Will March Prayerfully and Peacefully from the
Front Steps of Reitz Memorial High School to Planned
Parenthood to Kick Off the 40 Days for Life Fall Campaign

* Brief overview of 40 Days for Life

* Knights of Columbus to lead Prayer Walk to Planned

Parenthood
* Silent prayer in front of Planned Parenthood
* Sign up to pray at https://40daysforlife.com/evansville

* Bus available for transport back to Reitz Memorial H.S.

* Note: Parking is available in the East lot off of the front circle at
Reitz Memorial High School located at 1500 Lincoln Ave, Evansville, IN

Social distancing protocols of at least 6 ft. will be in place during the event and face coverings will be required. Please monitor your health before attending.
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Film based on Indiana
woman'’s true story
‘reclaims beauty of adoption’

BY NATALIE HOEFER
Catholic News Service

EDINBURGH, Ind. (CNS) —
Melissa Coles received a call in
the late summer of 2019. She
didn’t listen long before she
figured it was a prank call and
hung up. When the person
called back, she hung up again.

“On the third call, they had
all the producers on the line —
Kirk Cameron and the
Kendrick brothers,” she said,
referring to Alex, Shannon and
Stephen Kendrick, producers
of Christian films such as
“Fireproof,” “War Room” and
“Courageous.” “They said
they wanted to make (the doc-
umentary) ‘I Lived on Parker
Avenue’ into a movie.”

Coles knew the 2018
YouTube documentary well —
she was one of its subjects.

“It's three powerful stories
wrapped into one,” said Coles:
the story of her decision
against abortion; the story of
the son she offered for adop-
tion; and the story of the cou-
ple who adopted him.

Cameron told Coles he saw
the documentary and “fell in
love with it.” He told the
Kendrick brothers about the
documentary and asked their
thoughts on him making it
into a movie.

“They said, ‘Not only do we
like it, we love it and we want
to be part of it,”” Coles told The
Criterion, newspaper of the
Archdiocese of Indianapolis.
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Three years after that call,
their vision has become reality.
The film, “Lifemark,” will
show in select theaters
throughout the country Sept.
9-16. A novel of the same
name will be available some-
time in August.

Coles calls “Lifemark” “a
meaningful, faith-based film
that reclaims the beauty of
adoption. You're going to
laugh, you're going to cry,
there’s drama, there’s four-
wheel driving and skydiving
— I'm an adrenaline junkie,”
she admitted.

But Coles, born and raised
in Columbus, Indiana, was
hesitant to say “yes” to the
film at first — unlike her
instant “yes” in 1993 when
something told her to get up
from an abortion table.

Coles was 18 when she
experienced an unplanned
pregnancy. As revealed in “I
Lived on Parker Avenue,” she
and her boyfriend knew they
did not have the means to
raise a child. They decided to
abort the baby.

Soon, Coles was on a table in
an abortion facility in Indian-
apolis with a doctor seated in
front of her. As he was selecting
a tool to start the abortion, an
extraordinary thing happened:
She heard a voice.

“It said, ‘Get up, get up. It's
not too late,”” she recalled. “I
said, ‘I can’t do this,” and I lit-
erally ran out the door.”

Through a private adoption
agency, she selected a couple
from Louisiana, Susan and
Jimmy Scotton, to raise her
son, whom they named David.

The documentary records the
emotions of Coles, David and
the Scottons in 2013 as they all
meet for the first time nearly 20
years after David’s birth. It was
the first time Coles held her
son since the day he was born.

She doesn’t deny the pain of
giving a child for adoption.

“It’s still hard,” she said, even
after being in touch with her
son for 10 years. “I think, ‘If I'd
been better off when I had him,
he’d still be with me today.”

“Even though I knew I was
doing the right thing for David
— not me, but David — I'm
always going to miss him.
There’s always going to be this
void,” she said.

But then she considers her
son’s life. He is now 29, a law
school graduate and newly-
wed who works as an attorney
in Louisiana.

Coles eventually had anoth-
er child, Courtney. She loves
her daughter with all her heart
and loves being a mom.

Despite that joy, Coles said
she was “angry with God, bit-
ter. My whole life has been a
struggle. Why did I have to
give up my son? Why didn’t

Rebecca Rogers Nelson and Kirk Cameron are shown in a
scene from the movie “Lifemark.”

(God) give me what I needed
to keep him?”

Then she met Shawn Coles,
her husband now of 16 years.

“On date number one he
called me out on where I stood
with the Lord,” said Coles, a
nondenominational Christian.
“I realized I wasn’t living for
God. I just needed something
to wake me up — hence my
husband. I didn’t give my life
to God until I met Shawn.”

He helped her learn to trust
God. Shawn also was the one
who encouraged his wife to say
“yes” to the “Lifemark” film.

“I had a whole list of rea-
sons not to do it,” she said. “I
didn’t want people to see me
at my weakest. I didn’t want
to be used.

“Then my husband said,
‘What if it helps just one per-
son?’ So, I agreed to do it.”

Working with Cameron and
the Kendricks was “just amaz-
ing,” said Coles. “They allowed
me to be involved, read the
script and make changes and
suggestions.”

They even sought her input
on the cast, sending her paper-
work for the women who
applied to play young Melissa
and “current” Melissa —"1I just
don’t like saying ‘old Melissa,””
she joked. Marissa Hampton
and Dawn Long, respectively,
were cast as her then and now.

Coles and her husband were
invited to spend a week on set
at the studio in Georgia so she
could offer support while
emotional “Melissa” scenes
were filmed.

“When you approach the
studio building, you feel the
Holy Spirit hit heavy and
hard,” Coles recalled. “It's even
more powerful when you go
inside. When we were with
them, we could see the Holy
Spirit at work.”

There were roadblocks to
making the film as well, she
said. The pandemic caused
delays, and the producers
struggled to find a company to
distribute the film “because
Kirk Cameron and the
Kendricks don’t support abor-
tion,” said Coles.

But those same pro-life val-
ues permeated the project,
leading to the saving of one
unborn baby before “Lifemark”
was even released.

A pregnant woman on her
way to an abortion center
stopped to investigate a large
crowd she saw gathered near
the studio, said Coles.

“Raphael (Ruggero), the
actor playing David, was giv-
ing a talk,” she explained. “She
was invited to be an extra in
the movie. She decided not to
go through with the abortion.”

That story alone fulfilled
Coles’ conviction that if the
movie helped “just one per-
son,” it would be worth the
time and sacrifice.

Still, she hopes for more.

“I hope the film will help
more people see the beauty of
adoption and understand how
important adoption is,” said
Coles, adding that she hopes it
will help those facing an
unplanned pregnancy or a
forced abortion know “they
have plenty of options.”

She said she knows the doc-
umentary “saved at least 11
babies from abortion.” “If the
documentary did that, how
much more will the film do?”

Coles also looks forward to
the film “expanding the plat-
form” for her pro-life efforts.
In addition to speaking nation-
ally in support of adoption,
Coles works with women in
unplanned pregnancies, has
finished one unpublished
book and is writing another as
well as a script while “dipping
my feet in acting.”

She also hopes to create a
nonprofit organization to help
fund education for students —
both women and men — who
choose life for their unexpect-
ed, unborn child.

“I still feel the void of losing
David,” she said. “But I think
my heart is healing. When I
see how I help others by let-
ting God use me as his tool, it
increases my healing.”

Hoefer is a staff writer at The
Criterion, newspaper of the
Archdiocese of Indianapolis.
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Without forgiveness, humility, pope says, then injustice, wars will rage

BY CAROL GLATZ
Catholic News Service

VATICAN CITY (CNS) —
The world will keep witnessing
wars, violence and injustice as
long as people fail to under-
stand that true freedom comes
from seeking God’s will, love
and mercy, Pope Francis said.

Only when one’s heart is filled
with mercy can life be lived with
joy;, and when life is lived by
humbly serving others can there
be peace, the pope said in a
homily during Mass celebrated
in the central Italian city of
L’Aquila Aug. 28. The Vatican
broadcast the visit live online.

Christians are asked to live
like Christ, who came to serve,

not be served, the pope said,
and in this way, they will also
find true freedom.

As long as people fail to
understand “that the revolu-
tion of the Gospel lies com-
pletely in this kind of freedom,
we will continue to witness
wars, violence and injustice,
which are none other than an
external sign of a lack of inner
freedom,” he said. It is this lack
of inner freedom that leads to
“selfishness, individualism,
self-interest, abuse of power.”

The pope arrived in the early
morning by helicopter from
Rome and visited the city’s
cathedral, which still has not
been rebuilt after a deadly earth-
quake in 2009. He met with and

gave an address to the city’s res-
idents to provide encourage-
ment and comfort. The quake
killed 309 people as they slept,
severely damaged thousands of
buildings and left more than
65,000 people homeless.

The pope’s visit was also to
help celebrate “the Celestine
Pardon,” which is held Aug. 28-
29 every year and was estab-
lished by St. Celestine V in 1294.

The 13th-century pope, who
abdicated just a few months
after his election, issued a papal
bull on the granting of a plena-
ry indulgence to everyone who
visits the Santa Maria di Colle-
maggio basilica, goes to confes-
sion, receives Communion and
prays for the intentions of the

pope. The rituals and traditions
of the celebration, recognized
by UNESCO as part of the
“Intangible Cultural Heritage
of Humanity,” underline the
importance of forgiveness and
peace.

Pope Francis opened the
basilica’s holy door as part of
the annual penitential rite and
was the first pope to do so
since 1294. He also prayed
before the relics of St. Celestine,
whose tomb lies inside the
basilica.

In his homily at the Mass,
Pope Francis said St. Celestine’s
abdication was a sign of him
saying “yes,” not “no,” as he
was a humble servant who was
seeking to choose to follow

God’s will.

“In fact, there is no other way
to carry out God’s will than by
taking on the strength of the
humble,” he said.

The humble may appear
“weak” or as “failures,” he
said, but “in reality, they are the
real winners, because they are
the ones who completely trust
in the Lord and know his will.”

In a world that is dominated
by pride, “the Word of God
invites us to be humble and
meek,” Pope Francis said.

Being humble does not
mean destroying or ignoring
one’s sense of self-worth, it is
having a “healthy realism”
that understands one’s abili-
ties and limitations, he said.

Banquet

Continued from page 1

advocate and founder and
CEO of And Then There Were
None, a nonprofit organization
that helps abortion workers
leave the industry. The event
also welcomed special guest
speaker, former Vice President
Mike Pence.

Bishop Joseph M. Siegel
offered the invocation at the
start of the evening. Bishop
Siegel said it was with much
joy and hope that the group
gathered to celebrate the great
progress that has been made
in our nation and our state to
promote and defend the rights
of the preborn. The bishop
thanked God for the Dobbs
Supreme Court decision that
again gave states like Indiana
the ability to protect the pre-
born and support their moth-
ers.

Bishop Siegel asked God to
continue to guide and bless
the efforts of all, including the
Right to Life of Southwest
Indiana, in defending the
sanctity and dignity of human
life, from the moment of con-
ception until natural death.

During her keynote address,
Johnson said she is often asked
what changed her mind about
leading a Planned Parenthood
facility. She explained her
change of heart and mind
when she assisted in an ultra-
sound-assisted abortion and
saw what happened. Johnson
said she watched in horror as a
13-week-old baby fought for
its life.

Johnson ultimately left her
job at Planned Parenthood and
began working in defense of
the preborn. She wrote a book
about her experience, titled
“Unplanned,” and she eventu-
ally converted to Catholicism.

Did the abortion she assisted
with change her? Yes, Johnson
answered. But, she said, so did
prayer. No one is beyond con-
version, she explained, because
no one is beyond the power of
Jesus Christ. Our society is
incredibly lost, she said, and
the only way back on track is
through Jesus Christ.

Johnson, who lives in Texas

The Message photos by Megan Erbacher

Abby Johnson, shown in a close-up on the big screen, is the
founder and CEO of And Then There Were None, a nonprofit
organization that helps abortion workers leave the industry.
Johnson left her job at Planned Parenthood and began work-
ing in defense of the preborn after she was asked to assist in
an ultrasound-assisted abortion and saw what happened. She
wrote a book about her experience, titled “Unplanned,” and
she eventually converted to Catholicism.

with her husband and eight
children, said while she is
pleased the Dobbs Supreme
Court decision overturned Roe
v. Wade, she said the fight is
not over for the preborn; it is
just beginning. Johnson said
we must fight harder, louder
and never stop sharing Jesus
Christ with the world.

Other featured speakers for
the event included Mary Ellen
Van Dyke, executive director
of Southwest Indiana Right to
Life; Mike Fichter, CEO and
president of Indiana Right to
Life; Dr. Christina Francis,
who received the 2022 Life
Achievement Award; and
Lainey Browning, the 2022
oratory speech winner.

Van Dyke explained the
annual banquet serves as the
organization’s primary fund-
raising event, which helps with
its major programs and projects
such as providing and main-
taining four Safe Haven Baby
Boxes at local Fire Depart-
ments, providing thousands of
diapers to local pregnancy care
centers, empowering students,
and a recently unveiled Go
Mobile Clinic which will pro-
vide free services to women
such as ultrasounds and preg-
nancy testing for those who are

in underserved areas within
Southwest Indiana.

“With the fall of Roe v.
Wade, our organization is
moving to expand its reach to
help moms facing unplanned
pregnancies through tangible
means such as the Go Mobile
Clinic, support of local preg-
nancy centers and programs
that support those who have
had abortions,” Van Dyke said.

T T ————

Bishop Joseph M. Siegel, shown on the big screen and at the
podium, offers the invocation at the beginning of the 2022
Right to Life of Southwest Indiana banquet on Aug. 25 at the
Old National Events Plaza. Bishop Siegel said it was with
much joy and hope that the group gathered to celebrate the
great progress that has been made in our nation and our state
to promote and defend the rights of the preborn.

A section of the 2,400 people who attended the annual Right to Life banquet to stand up for
life. Former Vice President Mike Pence, shown on the big screens and at the podium, served as
special guest speaker for the evening.
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Indianapolis Catholic leading pope’s global plan to care for the earth

BY JOHN SHAUGHNESSY
Catholic News Service

INDIANAPOLIS (CNS) —
John Mundell considers it “an
incredible honor” that he was
recently chosen as the director
of the worldwide effort to put
Pope Francis’ encyclical
“Laudato Si’, on Care for Our
Common Home” into action.

At the same time, the mem-
ber of Our Lady of Lourdes
Parish in Indianapolis feels a
great responsibility to help
people from around the globe
understand the urgent need to
care for the world that God
has created — the central
theme of the papal encyclical
issued seven years ago.

“The world and the Catholic
Church as a whole have not
responded adequately to Pope
Francis” core message, which
calls for an “ecological conver-
sion” to change our lifestyles
and our economy,” Mundell
said.

“During this same period,
we have witnessed firsthand
the increasing effects of cli-
mate change and biodiversity
loss — more intense storm
events and flooding, wildfires
and record temperatures,” he
continued.
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“While there are positive
signs of progress in some
areas and increased engage-
ment with the faithful, much
more is needed if we are going
to make any positive impact,”
he said.

Mundell is hoping to help
create that positive impact as
the director of the Laudato Si’
Action Platform, which offers
concrete plans for a “seven-
year journey toward healing in
our relationships with God,
our neighbors and the earth
itself.”

Mundell views that journey
as essentially Catholic. It’s also
a journey that has marked
more than 50 years of his life.

He said his goals now “are
to do as much as possible to
put into action Pope Francis’
vision of how we should all be
responding to our environ-
mental crisis.

“The challenges we face are
immense, but it doesn’t mean
we should give up on our indi-
vidual and collective abilities
to make a positive impact,” he
told The Criterion, newspaper
of the Archdiocese of Indian-
apolis.

“Although we still need to
continue to talk, think, pray
and discuss during our seven-
year LSAP journey, we can no
longer be satisfied with mere
words. Now is the time for
our global Catholic communi-
ty to respond with a sense of
urgency,” he said.

Care for creation has become
“an ever-growing concern for
humanity and an integral part
of Catholic social teaching”

over the last 50 years, Mundell
said, pointing to the writings
and speeches of St. Pope Paul
VI to Pope Benedict XVI on
the issue.

“Only in the last few years
has it become politicized as
some kind of ‘right or left’
issue,” he said. “Our faith calls
us to respond differently. Care
for our common home is a
moral issue for all of us. I
believe that we are truly more
authentically Catholic when
we realize and practice our
universal calling to the com-
mon good and to caring for all
of creation.”

He explained that the
Laudato Si” Action Platform is
an online digital space —
laudatosiactionplatform.org —
“developed by the Vatican in
collaboration with hundreds
of Catholic organizations to
inspire and empower every-
one to take decisive actions to
support care for our world. It
offers planning guides and
resources, a planning process
and a place for connecting
with others taking action,”
Mundell said.

Everyone is invited “to
embark on a seven-year jour-
ney toward healing in our
relationships with God, our
neighbors and the earth itself,”
he said, including individuals
and families; parishes and dio-
ceses; educational institutions;
healthcare and healing facili-
ties; businesses; and religious
congregations and communi-
ties.

“The development of local
Laudato Si” plans that contain

concrete actions is the primary
focus,” he added.

Mundell said he hopes indi-
viduals, families and parishes
will sign up on the site and
“put a simple Laudato Si’ Plan
together to begin following.

“We have to start with our-
selves and do a little daily
‘examination of conscience’
with how we are living our
lives and our Catholic faith,”
he said. “It's sometimes easy to
ignore those things our faith is
calling us to live that are more
difficult that others — simpler
lives, less consumerism, less
wastefulness.”

He recommended people
start “with something easy and
doable — perhaps focusing on
only one thing each month
that you could consider chang-
ing for the better. And if you
fail? Just remember you can
start over again the next day.”

Growing up, Mundell
“always felt a strong connec-
tion with the land and the
earth,” he said. “My family
helped settle the state of
Indiana and were farmers for
several generations.”

He participated in his first
Earth Day in 1970. That, along
with his Purdue University
education in civil engineering
and geology, led to his becom-
ing one of the first environ-
mental consultants in Indiana.
Mundell has spent the past 43
years investigating and clean-
ing up thousands of contami-
nated sites across Indiana, the
United States and the world.

He worked with the U.S.
Conference of Catholic

Bishops and the U.S. Environ-
mental Protection Agency in
the late 1990s on several envi-
ronmental justice projects.

Mundell has been working
with the Vatican’s Dicastery
for Promoting Integral Human
Development and the Laudato
Si’ Movement to develop the
idea of the Laudato Si’ Action
Platform.

Pope Francis designated
Sept. 1 as World Day of Prayer
for the Season of Creation,
which extends to Oct. 4, the
feast day of St. Francis of
Assisi. “Listen to the Voice of
Creation” is the theme of the
season.

“The Season of Creation
gives us a chance to stop, lis-
ten and feel our interconnec-
tion to everyone and every-
thing, and to experience a
deep sense of responsibility
toward our global community
and our common home,”
Mundell said. “This can only
lead to positive action.”

He said that, in his message,
Pope Francis “asks us to not
only listen to the ‘sweet song’
in praise of our beloved
Creator, but also to hear the
‘cries of anguish’ from our sis-
ter, Mother Earth, from the
poor, from Native peoples and
from our children, and
respond with action and with
deeds ‘so that we and future
generations can continue to
rejoice in creation’s sweet song
of life and hope.””

Shaughnessy is assistant editor
at The Criterion, newspaper of
the Archdiocese of Indianapolis.
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Justice

Continued from page 9

to its first action in 2003.

zations and partners.”

us to examine our own social justice actions. The pilgrimage
is scheduled for Sept. 11. Anyone interested can contact
Brenda at 812-457-5529 or email bmeyer@evdio.org.

All Saints Parish has a long history of involvement in
works of justice and charity. The former St. Anthony School
was used for a family shelter for homeless (Ozanam Family
Shelter), as the early Echo Clinic, the UCC day shelter and
this summer, as a cooling shelter. When he served as pastor
of All Saints Parish, Father Jay Davidson, now administra-
tor of the parish, and other ministers in the area were
instrumental in creating a covenant to address social issues
in the community. This was the beginning of CAJE and led

In April 2020, All Saints Parish initiated a listening ses-
sion to determine strengths and needs in order to plan for
the future. A survey sought input from parishioners.
Responders highlighted the parish’s commitment to justice
and charity as one area that attracted them to the parish.
This became the basis for a focus group to determine ways
to strengthen and coordinate this work in the parish.
Subsequent meetings of the Justice Focus Group led to dis-
cussion about a possible parish justice minister and filing of
a grant application to the Welborn Foundation to fund this
work and the coordinator position. While the Foundation
typically funds projects and not positions, All Saints was
awarded a TWO-year, $70,000 grant in the summer of 2021
that included the hiring of a part-time Justice Minister.
Welborn stressed the importance of work to develop leader-
ship in addressing racial issues in the community. The
Justice Minister’s role is “to advance and facilitate parish
justice and charity ministries. The Justice Minister serves as
a staff support person for the parish Justice Ministry com-
mittee and serves as a liaison between the parish, justice
and charity volunteers, and other community justice organi-
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Twenty-Third Sunday in Ordinary Time, Year C

First Reading: Wisdom 9:13-18b; Response: Psalm
90:3-4, 5-6, 12-13, 14-17; Second Reading: Philemon
9:10, 12-17; Gospel: Luke 14:25-33

The author of the Book of Wisdom makes use of a
convention that allows one to attribute one’s writ-
ings to some heroic figure of the past. In this case,
the unknown author of Wisdom, writing sometime
between 100-50 B.C., attributes to King Solomon,
961-922 B.C., a long prayer. The king is praying for
wisdom. Part of that prayer is our first reading of
this Sunday. What does the author mean by wis-
dom? The Books of Proverbs and Sirach identify
wisdom with the revelation, which is the Torah (the
teaching, the law). This author identifies wisdom
with the Spirit of the Lord, as we see in today’s
reading, “Who ever knew your counsel, unless you
had given wisdom from on high, and sent your
holy spirit from on high?” Wisdom and holy spirit
are parallel nouns; synonymes.

The first line of our reading is as follows. “Who
can know God’s counsel? Or who can conceive
what the Lord intends?” These questions find an
echo in St. Paul’s famous closing of his three-chap-
ter deliberation about why Israel, as a whole peo-
ple, did not accept Jesus as their Messiah. Since his
discussion comes up with no satisfactory answer,
he breaks out in praise of Divine Wisdom: “O the
depth of the riches of the wisdom and knowledge
of God. How incomprehensible his judgments.
How unsearchable his ways. For who has known
the mind of the Lord? Or who has been his counsel-
lor?” The author of our reading compares the
uncertainty of human deliberations with the
absolute surety of God’s counsel. Human conclu-
sions are timid. We are unsure of our plans. “The
corruptible body burdens the soul” is not the best
way to describe coordination of flesh and spirt in a
human being. The author continues, “Since we can
barely understand earthly things, how much more
we need divine guidance for heavenly things.” The
solution: God sent his spirit from on high. “Thus
were the paths of us earthlings made straight.” This
is not a revelation about the third Person of the
Holy Trinity. That revelation accompanied the
incarnation of Jesus Christ.

The Jerusalem Bible names Psalm 90 “The

SUNDAY SCRIPTURE

FATHER DONALD DILGER

Human Condition.” It is an appropriate response to
the weakness of the human condition described in
the first reading. The psalmist sounds pessimistic.
The Lord turns people back into dust. Their lives
can end during their sleep. Humans are like grass;
fresh in the morning, fading by evening. (Day lilies
would have been a better comparison!) Because of
the frailty of human nature, the psalmist turns to
God with a plea to help us recognize the brevity of
our day. It is a plea for compassion. What should
we do with the days allotted to us? He leaves that
to the Lord, asking God to fill us with kindness and
“Prosper the work of our hands.”

Here is the situation of St. Paul’s Letter to
Philemon. While Paul was in prison for the faith, he
shared imprisonment with a runaway slave of
Philemon. The slave’s name was Onesimus.
Desertion of a slave meant economic loss to
Philemon. Paul addresses his letter to Philemon; to
Apphia (perhaps Mrs. Philemon); to another fellow
Christian, Archippus; and to the church that meets
in Philemon’s house. A home large enough for
Christian gatherings, and ownership of a slave,
indicates wealth. Paul converted Onesimus in
prison, becoming a father substitute to him.
Onesimus is freed from prison. Paul is bound by
Roman law to help return the slave to his owner.
Penalties for fugitive slaves were severe — whip-
ping, branding, death. Paul pleads with Philemon
to receive Onesimus, now a Christian, as a brother.
He (Paul) hints that he would appreciate if
Philemon would send Onesimus back to him, “that
he might serve me in your behalf.” In the mean-
time, “If you think of me as your partner, welcome
him as you would me.”

In today’s gospel reading, we meet some of the
strangest, harshest sayings attributed to Jesus in
the whole New Testament — though others come
close. The context is Jesus’ journey to Jerusalem,
where he would face torture and death.

Appropriately, Luke places his toughest lessons
within this tragic journey. As our gospel opens,
Jesus is accompanied by crowds moving on toward
his goal. He addresses them, “If anyone comes to
me without hating his father and mother, wife and
children, brothers, sisters, even his own life, he
cannot be my disciple.” One may ask, Isn’t there
too much hatred among families without what
seems to be a divine demand for more? What are
we to do with a saying that looks so contrary to the
fourth commandment, which says, “Honor they
father and thy mother, etc.?” Jesus himself, in Luke
18:20, quotes with approval the fourth command-
ment. Is this another example of Luke’s need for an
editor? Matthew 10:37 has the same saying but in
milder form. “He who loves father and mother
more than me, is not worthy of me.” The same is
added of daughters and sons. Matthew’s version is
easier for us.

The gospels were not composed by eye-and-ear
witnesses. They come at the end of decades of oral
tradition, which is notoriously subject to changes.
So we have two forms of this saying. We cannot be
sure which form originates with Jesus. We also
know that Luke and Matthew used a lost source for
their gospels. When they have similar sayings of
Jesus, they used the same source and adapted it to
their theology or catechesis. The personalities of
these two evangelists can be deduced from their
writings. Thus, one would expect the harsher form
of the saying in Matthew’s gospel instead of vice
versa. Not this time. Luke just had a bad day. It is
true that one tool of catechesis in both Old and
New Testament is exaggeration. This may be an
instance of it in Luke’s form of the saying.

In the ensuing two parables, Luke does not miti-
gate the harshness. When you build a house, you
first have to know if you can afford to finish it, or
your will be ridiculed for not completing it. A king
marching into battle calculates whether he can
defeat an enemy with twice the number of troops.
If not, he must try for a truce. The two parables
really don’t come to the heart of the matter, so Luke
adds another saying — this time about possessions.
“Anyone of you who does not renounce all his pos-
sessions cannot be my disciple.” Tough love? Let’s
go with Matthew on this one.

New cardinals feel honored, humbled, ready to promote renewal of church

BY CAROL GLATZ
Catholic News Service

VATICAN CITY (CNS) —
Becoming a member of the
broad, unique body of the
College of Cardinals is both a
great honor and an invitation
to help promote a renewal of
the Catholic Church’s mission
of evangelization, some new
cardinals said.

With 20 newly created cardi-
nals representing 16 countries,
and with the entire college of
226 members representing
more than 90 countries, some
also said they see their eleva-
tion as a way to help their
home dioceses better compre-
hend the universality of the
Catholic Church.

Several hours before the
Aug. 27 ceremony for the cre-
ation of new cardinals at the
Vatican, a handful of those
named by Pope Francis spoke
to Catholic News Service
about how they see their new
roles as a cardinal.

U.S. Cardinal Robert W.
McElroy of San Diego said it
gives him a chance to “build
up unity within the universal
church” and to point to the
global nature of the church,

“that we are not simply
parochial, local churches, but
we are part of a communion”
that is worldwide.

When asked why he thought
Pope Francis wanted the bish-
op of San Diego to become a
cardinal, he said, on the one
hand, “we are a border diocese.
Fundamentally, our identity is
a diocese of immigrants and on
the border between Latin
America and the United States,
and those are issues that are
greatly dear to the pope.”

On the other hand, he said,
it may also be because the dio-
cese has long been working to
“plant some of the seeds of the
pastoral renewal that Pope
Francis has brought into the
life of the church.”

For example, Cardinal
McElroy said, the diocese has
already held synods on mar-
riage and family life, and on
young adults; now, it is carry-
ing out a three-year process on
synodality.

“There is a great emphasis
on inclusion and on under-
standing the work of the
church as a field hospital,”
that everyone “is wounded in
various ways, everyone needs
healing.” This image does not

divide people into different
groups, he said; instead, “it’s a
journey in which we help one
another and help one another
to heal with God’s grace.”

The cardinal said it would be
wrong to believe a pastoral
approach of inclusion and a
position of doctrinal rigor were
in opposition to each other.

“Inclusion is part of Catholic
doctrine” and the Gospel, he
said. “This emphasis on reach-
ing out to people at the mar-
gins is not something that peo-
ple just came up with after the
Second Vatican Council. It is
in the call of Christ, it’s in the
continuing work of the church
and the message of the
church.”

English Cardinal Arthur
Roche, prefect of the Dicastery
for Divine Worship and the
Sacraments, told CNS it was
“unexpected” and “an enor-
mous honor” to be named a
cardinal.

Part of a cardinal’s role is to
help advise the pope, he said.
Working in the Roman Curia
the past 10 years has given
him “a very special insight
into the work of the church,”
which will be very important
in offering the pope a broader

view, he said.

With his work at the dicast-
ery, first as secretary, then as
prefect, “T have met every
episcopal conference in the
world, and you begin to build
up a picture of what is impor-
tant, what is problematic,

where . . . there’s a need for
greater assistance on our part
to the bishops,” he said.

New cardinals who also
work in the curia will “bring a
different perspective, I think,
which will be important,”
Cardinal Roche said.
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Tradition of lighting candles;
Better to go to church or be kind?

Editor’s note: This column is being repeated by
Catholic News Service. Father Doyle is now retired.

Question: I have asked several people this, but
no one seems to know: Why do Catholics light can-
dles in church? When did this tradition start, and
what was the reason? (Troy, New York)

Answer: The custom of lighting candles as a
mark of respect and prayer actually predates
Christianity. In Judaism, the Talmud prescribed that
there be a perpetual lighted candle at the Ark of the
Covenant where the writings of the sacred
Scriptures were kept — as a sign of respect for the
word of God.

(This may well have contributed to the current
practice of Catholic churches in keeping a lighted
sanctuary lamp near the tabernacle to mark the
presence of the Eucharist and to call believers to
special reverence and veneration.)

Today, many Catholic churches contain racks
where vigil candles are lighted by parishioners in
honor of particular saints or in memory of someone
who is deceased.

The word “vigil” refers to keeping watch, and the

QUESTION
CORNER

FR. KENNETH DOYLE

7 Catholic
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Service

symbolism is that the one who lights the candle
desires to remain present to the Lord in prayer even
while leaving to attend to other daily obligations.
This Christian practice can be traced back as far as
the 200s, when lighted candles were kept burning
in the catacombs at the tombs of martyrs by
Christians honoring them and praying for their
intercession.

Question: Who is a better person? Someone who
attends Mass every Sunday and receives
Communion but is not nice to people (rude, insult-
ing, doesn’t help the poor)? Or someone who
attends Mass sporadically but is a kind, considerate
and helping individual? (Gahanna, Ohio)

Answer: Is it better to walk on your right leg or
your left leg? That question, in my mind, matches
your own (whether it’s better to go to
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church or to be kind). Obviously, we need both legs
to walk correctly and well. And similarly, the church
is committed to regular sharing in the Eucharist —
not only because that was Christ’'s command to us,
but because it is from the strength of the Eucharist
that we are enabled to live our lives unselfishly.

Jesus, of course, did say: “I give you a new com-
mandment: Love one another. As I have loved you,
so you also should love one another” (Jn 13:34). He
even suggested in Matthew 25 that the final stan-
dard on which each of us will be judged is whether
we have helped people when they needed it most.

But Jesus also, on the night before he died, gath-
ered the apostles to share his body and blood at the
first Eucharist and told them that they should “do
this in memory of me.” The church, under the guid-
ance of the Holy Spirit, has determined that for
Catholics this means the obligation of celebrating
Mass on Sundays and holy days of obligation.

In doing so, we are following the example of the
early believers who “devoted themselves to the
teaching of the apostles and to the communal life,
to the breaking of the bread and to the prayers”
(Acts 2:42). So church attendance or daily kindness
is not an “either-or” proposition. We are not forced
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Habitat

Continued from page 1

new home, which is just south
of the St. Francis Xavier cam-
pus. A large crowd looked on.
Beth said the turnout was one
of the largest for a Habitat
groundbreaking that she could
recall.

In comments to The Message
a few days before the ground-
breaking, Beth explained that
Habitat-Evansville expanded its
service area to include Posey
County in 2004. Since then,
there have been 13 builds in
Mount Vernon — a 14th is now
underway — and one build in
New Harmony. The Poseyville
build is the first in northern
Posey County.

Beth said, “The housing cri-
sis we are experiencing in our
country affects everyone.
Whether you live in a metro-
politan area or a smaller, rural
town, if you don’t have a safe,
decent and affordable place to
lay your head at night, it affects
so many other aspects of life —
health, education, employment,
financial stability and more. We
are excited to walk alongside
Mario and his family as they
help build the home that they
will buy from Habitat through
a no-interest mortgage. At
Habitat, we say we are a hand-
up, not a hand-out; and hard-
working families like Mario’s
take pride in the fact that they
commit 300 hours of sweat
equity in helping to build their
home, taking homeownership
preparation classes, and work-
ing alongside volunteers who
give of their time, talents and
treasure. It is impactful work
that changes lives, and Habitat
is grateful for the commitment
of our friends in Posey
Country who are making this
home possible.”

Father Ed, pastor of St.
Francis Xavier Parish in
Poseyville and St. Wendel
Parish in St. Wendel, offered
the opening prayer for the
groundbreaking ceremony. He
prayed, in part, “It’s a big task
before us, but we know You

bring us to this work.” Father
Ed encouraged the original
group of local residents who
met two years ago and identi-
fied housing as an urgent
need.

Deacon Mark, who serves
St. Francis Xavier Parish and
St. Wendel Parish, told The
Message recently about that
meeting, when Poseyville
Town Council member Baker
said, “We need homes. There
are jobs here but nowhere for
families to sleep.”

During the groundbreaking,
Deacon Mark told the crowd,
“Everyone deserves a good,
warm, comforting, loving
place to live.” He also recog-
nized fifth-generation
Poseyville resident Matthew
Nix, who helped him find the
location of the new home.
Matthew heads up the new
nonprofit Grow Poseyville. He
said, “We formed Grow
Poseyville on three pillars —
Main Street, housing and pro-
motion of the town.”

Deacon Mark also recog-
nized John Schmidt and Joe
Wildeman, volunteers who
have trained with Habitat-
Evansville and will serve as
the hands-on construction
managers for Jessica’s and
Mario’s home. He noted that,
as of the groundbreaking, the
Poseyville committee had
raised $224,000 to fund area
Habitat builds. He added,
“This first home is paid for,
and the second home is paid
for. We have a lot for it being
surveyed right now. And we
have enough to partially fund
a third home.”

He also highlighted some of
the major donors, which
include the Knights of St.
John, GAF-Mount Vernon,
Toyota, the Posey County
Community Foundation, and
the Men’s and Women’s Clubs
of St. Francis Xavier Parish
and St. Wendel Parish.

Deacon Mark added that the
groundbreaking ceremony
served as the celebration of the
end of the beginning. “We
move on from here to much

more.”

Father Ed Schnur offers prayer to open the groundbreaking
ceremony in Poseyville.
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The Message photos by Tim Lilley
Deacon Mark McDonald, left, Poseyville Town Council Member Bruce Baker, Father Ed Schnur
and homeowners Jessica and Mario turn over the first shovels of earth during the Aug. 26
groundbreaking ceremony.
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Beth Folz, left, executive director of Habitat for Humanity of Evansville, and Benedictine Sister
Jane Michele McClure, who serves as Habitat’s major gifts officer, speak during the ground-
breaking ceremony. Beth called the turnout for the ceremony one of the largest in the history of
Habitat-Evansville’s 500-plus builds.

Matthew Nix of the nonprofit group Grow Poseyville speaks during the groundbreaking cere-
mony.
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